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pons : Secernere facra profanis, 


Hor, 


RRS. ALKING tthe other day in Weftminfter 
Zeke Abbey, among the many oftentatious monu- 
ments erected to kings and warriors, I could 
M% not help obferving a little ftone, on which 
was this pompous infcription fEterne 
Memoria Sacrum — Sacred to the Eternal Memory of 











The name of the perfon, to whom immortality was thus 
fecured, is almoft obliterated; and perhaps, when alive, 
he was little known, and as foon forgot by the fmall circle 
of his friends and acquaintance. 


I nave been ufed to look upon epitaphs as a kind of 
flattering dedications to the dead; in which is fet down a 
long catalogue of virtues, (that nobody knew they were 
Vox. Il, E poflefied 
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poflefied of while living) and not a word of their vices or 
follies. The veracity of thefe pofthumous encomiums may, 
indeed, be fuirly fufpected, as we are generally told, that 
the difconfolate widow, or weeping fon, erected the monu~ 
ment in teftimony of their affliction for the lofs of the kind- 
eft hufband, or moft affectionate father. But what dowager, 
who gets a comfortable jointure by her good man’s deceafe, 
would refufe to fet her hand to it on his tomb-ftone, that 
he was the beft of hufbands; though perhaps they had 
parted beds? or what heir would be fo bafe and ungrateful, 
as not to give a few good words to a crabbed parent after his 
death, in return for his eftate? , 


By the extravagant praifes, which are indifcriminately 
lavifhed on the afhes of every perfon alike, we entirely 
pervert the original intent of epitaphs, which were contrived 
to do honour and juftice to the virtuous and the good : But by 
the prefent practice the reputations of men are equally con- 
founded with their duft in the grave, where there is no dif- 
tinction between the good and the bad. The law has ap- 
pointed ‘carchers to enquire, when any one dies, into the caufe 
of his death : in the fame manner I could with, that fearchers 
were appointed to examine into his way of living, before a 


character be given of him upon the tomb-ftone. 


Tue flatteries, that are paid to the deceafed, are un- 
doubtedly owing to the pride of their furvivors, which is 
the fame among the loweft as the higheft fet of people. 
When an obfcure grocer or tallow-chandler dies at his lodg- 
ings at [/ington, the news-papers are ftuffed with the fame 
parade of his virtues and good qualities, as when a duke 


goes out of the world: and the petty overfeer of a little 


hamlet 
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hamlet has a painted board with the initials of his name 
ftuck up at the end of his wicker’d turf, while the noblemen 


repofes under a grand maufoleum erected to his memory, 
with a long lift of his titles and heroic deeds, 


Tue Great, indeed, have found means to feparate them- 
felves even in their graves from the vulgar, by having their 
afhes depofited in churches and cathedrals, and covered by 
the moft fuperb monuments. In my late vifit to Wefminfter 
Abby, I could not but remark the difference of Tafte, which 
has prevailed in fetting up thefe edifices for the dead. In 
former times, we find, that they were content to clap up 
the buft or ftatue of the deceafed, fet round perhaps with 
the emblems of his merits, his employment, or ftation of 
life. Ifany perfon was remarkable for his virtue and piety, 
it was pointed out by two or three little chubby-faced che- 
rubims, who were crying for his death, or holding a crown 
over his head. The warriour was fpread along at full 
length in a complete fuit of armour, with the trophies of 
war hung round about him ; and the bifhop was laid flat 
upon his back, with his coifed head refting on a ftone bible, 
and his hands joined together in the pofture of praying, 


Ir Socrates, or any other of the ancient Philofophers could 
revive again, and be admitted into Wefminfler Abby, 
he would be induced to fancy himfelf in a Pantheon of the 
Heathen Gods. The Modern Tafte, (not content with 
introducing Roman temples into our Churches, and repre- 
fenting the Virtues under allegorical images) has ranfacked 
all the fabulous accounts of the Heathen Theology to ftrike 
out new embellifhments for our Chrifiian monuments. 
We are not in the leaft furprifed to fee Mercury attending 
the 


Ca 
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the tomb of an orator, and Pallas or Hercules {upporting that 
of a warriour. Milton has been blamed for his frequent 
allufions to the Heathen Theology in his Sacred Poem: but 
furely we are more to be. condemned, for admitting the 
whole clafs of their fictitious deities into the Houfe of God 
itfelf. 


Ir there is not a ftop put to this Tafte, we may foon 
expect to fee our churches, inftead of being dedicated to the 
fervice of religion, fet apart for the reception of the Heathen 
Gods. A deceafed admiral will be reprefented like Neptune, 
with a trident in his hand, drawn in a fhell by dolphins, 
preceded by Tritons, and followed by Nerezds lafhing the 
marble waves with their tails. A general will be habited 
like Mars, bearing an helmet and {pear in polifhed ftone ; 
and a celebrated toaft will be ftuck up naked, like the Ve- 
nus de Medicis, cut in alabafter. 


Ir has been propofed (on a different account) to have a 
feparate place diftin&t from our churches, for the reception 
of our monuments. I could with to fee fuch a {cheme put 
in execution: for the prefent abfurd mixture of the feveral 
objects of Pagan and Chrifizan belief, as reprefented on the 
tombs lately fet up in compliance of the modern tafte, muft 
be fhocking to every ferious beholder. Our pious fore- 
fathers were content with exhibiting to us the ufual em- 
blems of death, the hour-glafs, the fkull, and the crofs- 
marrow-bones: but thefe are not fufficient for our prefent 
more refined age: The Three Fatal Sifters, mentioned in 
the Heathen Mythology, muft be introduced fpinning, draw- 
ing, and cutting the thread of life. Could one of the laft 


century fee a winged figure blowing a trumpet on the top 
of 
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of a modern monument, he would be apt to miftake it for 
an arch-angel, and be naturally put in mind of that awful 
time, ** when the trumpet hall found, and the dead fhall 
“ rife.” But the defign, we are told, is very different ; 
and this winged meffenger is no other than the ancient 
perfonage of Fame, who is proclaiming the virtues of the 
defunct round the world. 


SHouLD any one propofe to take down from St. Paul’s Ca- 
thedral thofe paintings of Sir ‘fames Thornhill reprefenting the 
tranfactions of St. Paw/, and in their place to fet up Titian’s 
pictures of the amours of the Heathen Gods and Goddeffes, 
every one would be thocked at the impiety of the propofal. 
Nor is the fafhion of introducing Heathen Deities into our 
monuments much lefs abfurd: for while any of thofe are 
fuffered to remain in our Churches, the reproof of our Sa- 
viour concerning the Temple at erufalem may perhaps be- 
come applicable to the prefent times—‘ My Houfe is an 
“« Houfe of Prayer; but ye have made it a Den or 
“< THIEVES.” 


I nope I fhall not be thought too grave or whimfical, if 
{ earneftly recommend it to the confideration of thofe whom 
it may concern, whether a reformation is not neceffary in 
our Churches, to purge them from thefe prophane images ; 
which, though not the objects of our idolatry, have no 
more pretence to be fet up in the Temple of the Living 
Lord, than thofe of the canonized Saints of the Roman 
Cathohies. 


Mopern Tafte is continually ftriking out new improve- 


ments. We may therefore conclude, that when our ftatu- 
Vor. II. F aries 
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aries have travelled through the ancient Pantheon, and ex- 
haufted all the fubjeéts of the Grecian and Roman Mytho- 
logy, we fhall have recourfe te the fuperftitions of other 


nations for the defigns of our monuments. They will then 
probably be adorned with Agyptian Hieroglyphics, and 
the tomb of ‘fome future hero may be built according to 
the model of the Prophet’s tomb at Mecca. It is not to be 
doubted,- but that the Chinefe Tafte, which has been already 
introduced into our gardens, our buildings, and our furni- 
ture, will alfo foon find its way into our Churches; and — 
how elegant muft a monument appear, which is ereéted in 
the Chinefe Tafte, and embellifhed with dragons, bells, 
Pagods, and Mandarins ! 
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